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the second morbid state is more tolerable than the first? 
Then, again, it was objected that to annul pain by hypno¬ 
tism is false therapeutics, because pain is a message from a 
diseased part, and ought not to be concealed. But pain 
tells its message quickly, and after that the sooner it is 
suppressed the better. Symptomatic treatment is thank¬ 
fully resorted to when removal of the cause is impossible 
or a matter of time. The objection that hypnotism must 
fail in the case of inebriates because it cannot repair the 
parts of the brain that are damaged by alcohol, is not 
valid ; for, if the habit can be arrested by suggestion, de¬ 
generation may also be arrested, and in time may heal 
itself. For scrupulous men to refrain from studying hyp¬ 
notic phenomena is to hand them over to knaves who will 
use them for base purposes. L. F. B. 

A NEW THEORY ABOUT TEMPERAMENTS. 

In the “New York Medical Journal,” Oct. 18, 1890, Dr. 
Paul Gibier has a paper with this title. Great importance 
was attached by the ancients to the study of temperaments. 
Nowadays, while recognizing that the physiological basis 
varies with individuals, sufficient importance does not seem 
to be attached to what was formerly designated as the 
“composition of humors.” The human body inherits to a 
large extent the basis from which a malady takes its devel¬ 
opment rather than the malady itself. Hence the import¬ 
ance of knowing a patient's composition. Numerous ex¬ 
periments made upon patients, in the clinic and laboratory, 
furnish data upon which Dr. Gibier classifies temperaments 
or constitutions of the human body into 

I. The alkaline temperament. 

II. The acid temperament. 

III. The neutral temperament. 

All substances, from a chemical standpoint, are alka¬ 
line, acid, or neutral. Why not also those living animal 
substances whose functions are so varied ? L. F. B. 

ANTHROPOMETRIC STUDY OF PROSTITUTES 
AND FEMALE THIEVES. 

Such is the title of Dr. Pauline Tarnowsky’s book, pub¬ 
lished by the Bureaus du Progriis Medical, and reviewed in 
the “American Journal of Insanity.” It is the study of 
one hundred and fifty prostitutes, and one hundred female 
thieves of the chronic type, compared with one hundred 
and fifty women of good character. Of the latter, one 
hundred were illiterate peasants and the other educated 
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women. Environment, ancestry, the mental and moral 
condition of the prostitutes and thieves, received careful 
consideration. All the defects and normal standards 
were of pure Russian race. The author, like all women 
of observation and reason, realizes that prostitutes, as 
a rule, follow their calling from preference, and return 
to it voluntarily even when provided with the means 
of earning a respectable and comfortable living. This 
abnormal choice seemed to indicate a mental defect, 
associated with defective physical development. Facts 
appear to substantiate this assumption. The average size 
of the cranium was found to be less and the face larger 
than among women of orderly lives. The average height 
was slightly less, and there were physical signs of degen¬ 
eration, such as asymmetry of the face, malformations of 
the cranium and the face, and of the ears, defective denti¬ 
tion, vaulted palate, etc. As to ancestry, intemperance 
existed in the parents of one hundred and twenty-six, and 
both parents of fifty were drunkards. Six per cent, had 
epileptic and three per cent, insane parents. Hereditary 
syphilis existed in four per cent. Intellectually, the pros¬ 
titutes were below the standard of normal womanhood. 
The habitual thieves were found to be somewhat superior 
to prostitutes, mentally and physically. They occupied a 
middle position between them and orderly women, and 
were somewhat taller than the latter. Intemperance, epi¬ 
lepsy and insanity existed in the parents, in the proportion 
of forty-nine per cent., four per cent, and two per cent. Of 
these women, three-quarters of their number presented two 
or more signs of physical degeneration. L. F. B. 

A VIEW OF HYPNOTISM. 

Ur. R. W. Felkin, in the “Edinburgh Medical Journal,” 
in his paper on Hypnotism, or Psycho-Therapeutics, thus 
summarizes Moll’s ideas in regard to the production of hyp¬ 
notism : We see how easily a suggestion given to a hypno¬ 
tized person is received. A movement is suggested ; it is 
at once made. An objective idea is suggested, and the 
necessary delusion is produced. In ordinary life suggestions 
are received and acted upon; but when hypnotized, a person 
is more impressed, because the hypnotizer assures him of 
the expected result. The newest researches in psychology 
lead one to expect this. When a person is hypnotized, 
there is a paralysis of inhibition produced. In other words, 
the person hypnotized is only capable of passive observa¬ 
tion. He is unable to correct by other senses an impression 



